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SS that ¢? e i “ i : a : y 
d mas weet Heocritus, Bios and Mofchas are the moft - be all of thePaftoral kind; but by the beft Judges 
Article amour hos sig Sih : Writers “of ate’ only calléd\“his ‘Sete& Poems, ‘as ‘the ree 
Paftorals. The two latter of thefe are LEclogue originally'meansy’ ©“ 
fh elt Fe taeoa cea ke aide |. Thott en will take the Pai falt Scali 
nall of more largely, becaufe he rivals thé © Thofe'who e the Pains to confult Scali- 
gett of all Poets, Vinge himfelf. He haththeAd- —ger’s Comparifon'oF thefe'two Poets, will find that 
anitage confeffedly of the Latin, in coming before “Fheoeritus'tath out-done him in thofe.very Paflages 
kim, and writing in a Tongue more pions for which the ‘Ctitick hath ‘prodticed ti bonour of Kér- 
atto “Sofinefs of the Dorick Dialed, gil. There is;>ih “Mort, *rtlove -Limidéence, Simipli- 
Which ‘this. is {aid to have imiproved beyond ‘city, and’ whiatever‘elfe hath’ bec laid dowr asthe 
any who « befgre him, is what ‘the Ancient  diftinguithing Marks of Paftoral, tn the Greek than 
Roman Writers owned their Language could not the Xoman; and all Arguments from the Exa@tnefs, 
approach. But befides this Beguty, he feeins to me Propriety, Coélncifenefs ind Noblenefs of Virgi'may 
to have \had a Soul more foftly and tedderly in- ‘verry well be*tufnéd’again&t him.” There ig‘inteed 
clined to this way of Writing than Virgil; whofe fometittiés“a G and Clownithnefs in Féeo- 
Genius led him naturally to Sublimity. It is true that. ‘ctifus, which Vilgw, who bortowed his-!preatett 
the great Roman, by the Nicenefs of his Judgment, Beauties from him, hath avoided. 1 will however 
and great Command of himfelf, hath acquitted himfelf add, that Vérgél, out of the Excellence of Genius 
dexteroufly this way. Bét a penetrating Judge will only, hath come thort of Zheocritus; and had pof- 
find there the Seeds of that Fire which-burned after- _fibly excelled him, -if'in greater Subje@&s he had not 
wards fo bright in the es and blazed out in been born to excel all kind. 
the enecid. I muft not, however, diffemble that 
thefe bold Strokes appear chiefly in thofe Eclogues The Italians were the firft, amongft the Moderns, 
of Vergil, which ought not to be nym amongft ... that. fell igto Paftoral Writing. Jt is obfaved, that 
. his Paltorals, which dre indeed ly thought to  theReople' of Hat Nation’ are very ‘prokburid ghd 
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abftrafe in their Poetty as Well as Politicks; fond 
pig orgs degree rand far-fetched Imaginati- 
ons, and labour chiefly.to fay what was never faid 
before. _FromPerfons of this Character, how can 
we expeé& that Air of Simplicity and Truth. which 
hath been proved fo effential to Shepherds. There 
are two Paftoral Plays in this Language, which 
they boaft of as the moft elegant Performances in 
Poetry that the latter Agés have produced; the 
Aminta of Taffo, and Guarini’s Paftor Fido, In 
thefe the Names of the Peffons are indeed Pafto- 
ral, and the Sylvan Gods, the Dryads, and the Sa- 
tyrs appointed with the iy of Antiquity ; 

t neither their Language, Sentiments, Paffions 
or Defigns like thofe of the Pretty Triflers in Vir- 
gil and Theocritus. 1 thall produce an Example 
out of each, which are commonly -taken notice of, 
as Patterns of the Jéalian way of Thinking in Pafto- 
ral, Sylvia in Taffo’s Poem enters adorned with 
a Garland of Flowers, and views herfelf in aFoun- 
tain with fach Self-admiration, that fhe breaks out 
into a Speech to the Flowers on her Head, and 
tells them, be doth not wear them to adorn ber felf, 
but to make them afbamed. In the Paftor Fido, a 
Shepherdefs reafons after an abftrafe Philofophical 
manner about the Violence of Love, and expoftu- 
lates with the Gods, for mg Laws fo rigorous 
to reftrain us, and at the fame time giving us invin- 
cible Defires. Whoever can bear thefe,»may be af- 
fured he hath ao Tafte for Paftoral, 


When I am {peaking of the Jtaliens, it would 
be unpardonablé to pafs by Sewsazarius. He hath 
changed the Scene in this kind of Poetry from 
Woods and Lawns, to the barren Beach and 
boundlefs Ocean; introduces Sea-calves in the 
room of Kids and Lambs, Sea-mews for the Lark 
and the Linnet, and prefents his Miftrefs with Oy- 
fters inftead of Fruits and Flowers. How good 
foever his Stile and Thoughts may be; yet who 
can pardon him for his Arbi = of the 
{weet Manners and plefing Objes of the Coun- 
try, for what in their own Nature are uncomforta- 
ble ‘and dreadful? I think he hath few or no Fol- 
lowers, or if any, fuch as knéw little of his Beau- 
ties, and only copied his Faults, and fo are loft and 
forgotten. -. * . 

The French are fo far from thinking abftrufely, 
that they often feem not to think at all, Jt is all a 
Run of Numbers, Commo Deferiptions of 
Woods, Floods, Gloves, » &6. Thofe who 





their Country, which is Gallantry. I cannot better 
illuftrate what I would fay of the French, than by 
the Drefs in which they make their Shepherds ap- 
pear in their Paftoral Interludes upon the Stage, as 
[ find it defcribed by.a celebrated Author. “ The 
© Shepherds, faith he, are all embroidered, and 
** acquit themfelves ita Bail better than our En- 
© glifo Dancing-Mafters> I have feen-a-Couple of 
‘* Rivers appear in Red Stockings; and Alphexs, in- 
‘¢ ftead of having his Head covered with Sedges 
‘* and Buti-rufhes, making Love in a fair full-bot- 


* comed Perriwig and a Plume of Feathers; but 


“© with a Voice fo full of Shakes and Quavers, 
“ that | thould have thought the Murmurs of 2 
os ad Brook the much more agreeable Mu- 
ee ck. 
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This Paper is to be bad of Mr. Yemes ander the 
Thatch’d-houfe Tavern in St. James’s-ftreet; Mrs. 
Bond a¢ Charing-crofs; Mrs. Bolter near the Tem- 
plé-gate; aud Mr. Round i* Exchange-Ally. 
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rum & Bcclefiafticorunt. us Voluminibus comprehenfs. Creation. 
A Philofophical Poem, ing the Exiftence and Providence of a 
God. Injfeven Books. By Sir Rickard Blackmore, Kt. M. D. and 
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Carelefs Husband, A Comedy, written by Mr. Cibber. Price 6d. 
Tatlers in 4 Volumes, 8vo an@.samo, Spectators in'4 Velumes, 
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A, Baléwinin WarwickeLane ; where Advertifements are taken in, 1743. 
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